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actual conditions arising from the relation of the individual
to the social will, and of the various forms of the latter to
one another. As in the egoism of individual life, so in that
of historical life, the source of immorality is sometimes a
subordination of the social will to individual interests, and
sometimes the preference of a narrower to a more compre-
hensive form of the social will. The conflict of good and
evil is just this strife between wills. Since the empirical
social will is finite and liable to error, the ultimate solution
of this conflict is to be found only in an idea of reason, which
makes the infinite series of will-forms terminate in a supreme
will, phenomenally manifest in the individual consciousness
as the imperative of the moral ideal, in the State and in
society as the Spirit of History, and in the religious con-
ception of the world as the Divine Will.

(b) Individual Forms of Immorality.

The ordinary form of immorality, and that which is of
most importance practically, is individual immorality, which
springs from a revolt of the individual against the social will.
Since the various forms of the latter operate as the impera-
tives of conscience in the individual consciousness, this kind
of revolt is not merely external, but internal as well, a viola-
tion of the individual's own moral character. It must be so,
because the individual will is itself a part of the social will
that it opposes. The four imperatives of conscience thus repre-
sent different forms of the social will, and the significance of
resistance to these imperatives is correspondingly different

The imperative of external constraint answers to the legal
community represented by the will of the State. Resistance
to this imperative leads to the worst form of immorality,
namely, violation of the external legal order, crime. The
imperative of internal or moral constraint is the product of
the will of civilised humanity, hence of a social will that